SLOVENIA AT EXPO DUBAI

SLOVENIA

Green and Smart Experience.

World Expo
is a celebration of knowledge and
cooperation, two indestructible guarantors of just
development and the feasibility of the idea
about a better future for all.
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When I signed the agreement on Slovenia's participation in the EXPO 2020
exhibition in Dubai in 2016, neither I nor anyone else could have thought that so
many expectations would be directed towards this world event.
Since 1751, EXPO has brought together the best the world economy has to offer. It
opens a space for the exchange of knowledge and experience and seeks answers
to the challenges facing humanity. The coronavirus pandemic has left the whole
world with many questions, and our future depends on how we respond. That
is why EXPO 2020 is an event that brings hope and optimism that despite the
difficult situation, the economy will get back on its feet and look for new ways to
successfully deal with the consequences of the pandemic.
The Slovenian economy also needs a new impetus. EXPO 2020 comes in a year
when Slovenia is combining government measures, incentives for businesses and
also the first reforms that will make our business environment even friendlier for
businesses, foreign investment and new business opportunities.
I am pleased that Slovenia is participating in EXPO 2020 Dubai with its pavilion,
which addresses the main themes of the exhibition, namely mobility, opportunities
and sustainability. We have a lot to show.
The best and most reference-worthy achievements of the state, business, science
and civil society will be presented in one place. Slovenia's tourist gems, natural
resources and raw materials, cuisine and geostrategic position will be presented.
The Slovenian pavilion will be Slovenia in miniature.
Slovenia has all the resources to move forward with even faster steps towards
an advanced and innovative society, creating a synergy of nature, people and
modern technologies. EXPO 2020 is an opportunity to promote Slovenia, its
economy and its natural beauty. I am convinced that it will perfectly serve the
export of Slovenian knowledge and good practices, and above all, it will open the
door to many new business partnerships and opportunities.
Janez Janša
Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia
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It comes at a time of global uncertainty, triggered by a pandemic. Relationships are
changing, the view of the challenges of the future is changing, the understanding
of values such as safety, health, development is changing.
How well we will succeed in setting the compass for the future steps of humanity
will depend on how close and comprehensive will be the dialogue of all those who
help to decide it. One of the first great opportunities to set common denominators
for a better future will be this year's Expo.
In this respect, Slovenia's decision to present itself with its own pavilion and a very
content-rich and attractive programme for visitors makes a lot of sense. At Expo,
we have an excellent opportunity to prove once again where we belong: among
the most progressive and responsible companies in the world.
We will prove this together with our partners and all participants of the Slovenian
pavilion. Their stories, knowledge and solutions will be our calling card at the
biggest world event of the year, and I am convinced that the enthusiasm for
Slovenia will bear fruit in Dubai in very concrete partnerships, agreements and
projects.
Zdravko Počivalšek
Minister of Economic Development and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia
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EXPO 2020 will be marked by records: the largest number of participating countries,
the largest volume of exhibition space, the most sustainable implementation of
such a large event and the most business opportunities in one place.
Due to all this, EXPO 2020 is a great opportunity for Slovenia, as it opens several
doors at once: doors to fast growing markets eager for new knowledge and
solutions, doors to new economic investments and doors to very important
international partnerships for all major areas of Slovenian development, from
business, to diplomacy, science, tourism, art, etc.
EXPO 2020 comes at a time when we are all looking for tangible, sustainable
and responsible solutions to humanity's greatest global challenges. Slovenia has
something to offer in the search for the right and progressive answers to them.
Our economy, research and scientific potential are proven in too many stories and
EXPO 2020 will be a new opportunity to place us as a country in the group of the
most advanced nations in the world.
I am convinced that Slovenia is a reliable and relevant interlocutor for the entire
global community, and so it is with great optimism and joy that I look forward to
October, when we will prove this on a global scale at the biggest event in recent
years.
Matic Volk
General Commissioner of the Republic of Slovenia for Expo

For many years, the public agency SPIRIT Slovenia has been the hub of the
Slovenian business community's efforts to make breakthroughs, highs and lows.
We are there when someone has a good business idea. We are there when
someone needs a solid hinterland when entering demanding markets. And also
when we as a country present ourselves to the world with everything we know
and have.
EXPO 2020 in Dubai is the best opportunity for the promotion of our country's
economy this year and in the years to come. Dubai will be a small universe for
half a year, and from hour to hour new opportunities for meetings will arise that
can lead to concrete business results. I am convinced that Slovenian businessmen,
scientists and creators from various fields will have the best opportunities for a
successful appearance at the EXPO 2020 Dubai exhibition. As the public agency
SPIRIT Slovenia we will help to realise their appearances at the biggest event of
this year with attractive financial incentives and comprehensive organisational
support.
In our pavilion, which is in an exceptional location, an entire floor will be dedicated
to the Slovenian Business Center. Here you will find everything you need to
organise a top business event or presentation that testifies to Slovenia's business
and creative power.
For all of us behind the preparations for the Slovenian presentation in Dubai, it
is an honour to be able to offer reliable support to all who will visit our pavilion,
complementing our efforts to lead our economy to new markets and new, exciting
journeys into the future.
dr. Tomaž Kostanjevec
Director of the SPIRIT Slovenia Public Agency

SLOVENIA

Green and Smart Experience.

_BRIGHT HISTORY OF EXPO
The history of the world exhibitions goes back to the time of Industrial Revolution,
to 1851. The first was the "Great Exhibition of Industrial Products of All Nations”,
organised in London by Prince Albert, husband of the then Queen Victoria of
England.
The exhibitions saw the first display of many industrial and other achievements
that eventually caught on, including the Eiffel Tower, the typewriter, the telephone,
and even ice cream and burgers.
The contemporary world exhibitions, which we now know as "World Expo", are
the largest international events in the world. Millions of people attend the world
exhibitions, where countries present themselves with thoughtfully designed
pavilions.
Although the theme of each exhibition is different, the core or concept still follows
the original idea - to showcase the latest discoveries and achievements in science,
technology, economics and society, to draw attention to progress and education,
while building bridges between countries, nations, companies, international
organisations and individuals from around the world.
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Connecting minds, Creating the future.
_EXPO 2020 DUBAI
EXPO 2020 will be the largest event of the year and a key business launch pad for the markets of Middle East, South Asia and Africa, home
to more than three billion people. For the first time in history, it will be held in one of the Arab countries, and its dimensions are recordbreaking as most countries have participated so far. EXPO 2020 will be held in Dubai under the theme Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future, and the main themes of the exhibition will be mobility, opportunity and sustainability.
Slovenia is also taking part and is presenting itself in Dubai with its own exhibition pavilion. The slogan of our presentation will be Slovenia.
Green and Smart Experience, which will highlight the sustainable, modern and creative side of our character. We will address the global
public with stories that speak of the unique intertwining of pristine nature, knowledge, innovation and a pioneering economy.
EXPO 2020 represents an exceptional opportunity to showcase Slovenia's potential and our openness to connecting with progressive
environments, and is an excellent platform for meeting with potential partners and co-creators of unique stories emerging in Slovenia.
That is why we are also looking forward to a lively pulse in the Slovenian pavilion, which will convince with authentic images, convincing
business solutions and tangible ideas for helping to shape a better world.

From startups to multinationals
At the EXPO 2020 event, new business
networks are created where the power
of ideas counts.
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Doors to fast-growing markets
EXPO 2020 is the gateway to the highgrowth markets of Middle East, South
Asia and Africa.

A great opportunity for the Slovenian economy
At the EXPO 2020 world exhibition, the Slovenian
economy has an excellent opportunity to deepen
cooperation with markets outside European Union
and thus the possibility of making better and more
efficient use of the changed situation after the
pandemic.
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Green and Smart Experience.
_SLOVENIA AT EXPO 2020 DUBAI
Slovenia will present itself at the EXPO 2020 Dubai with its own pavilion, which is in an
excellent position, just behind one of the main entrances to the fairgrounds. The pavilion,
which we have called the floating green oasis, is characterised by its recognisable and
very eye-catching architectural design: a green facade, a wooden roof and the embrace
of the water surface.
Visitors - the organisers expect more than 25 million of them - will be addressed with a
360-degree projection of images of the Slovenian landscape, top economic innovations,
famous Slovenians and their groundbreaking achievements, specially designed for EXPO
2020. In addition to a unique digital experience, we will offer them other attractive
content that will bring them closer to Slovenia, the green heart of Europe.
The events in the Slovenian pavilion will be thematically coordinated with the events
of the entire EXPO 2020 exhibition. They will take the form of a wide range of events;
from professional conferences, promotional events, dialogs and guest appearances of
important personalities to cultural and tourist experiences, gastronomic offer and also a
whole series of business events.

m2
m2 m2
1,550 m2
of exhibition
areas

Special attention will be paid to business meetings in the Slovenian pavilion. Thus,
the entire
second floor of the pavilion will be transformed into a top Slovenian
m2
360
business centre, which will enable the holding of turnkey events in all parts of the
day: from working meetings and all-day conferences to top evening VIP meetings.
The Slovenian pavilion will thus be an equal part of the unique business network
in Dubai and a starting point for the breakthrough of our knowledge, ideas and
solutions on the global market.
Slovenian stories will not only be in the domestic pavilion, in cooperation with
other countries participating in the exhibition and the host country, our ideas will
also be part of international events. In this way we will bring them closer to what
is happening throughout the exhibition and place Slovenia in the central part of an
efficient, thinking and active community at the EXPO 2020m2
Dubai.

1 gastronomic area
where you can taste
Slovenian gastronomy

360
360

m2

08.02.2022
11 thematic
Slovenian day at the Expo
weeks of special
2020 exhibition
Slovenian experiences

More than 45 events
promoting Slovenian
knowledge and
opportunities for
cooperation

360

2 interactive halls with 360°
projection of Slovenian
icons and potentials
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More than 25 million
visitors

m2

360

3
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a floating green oasis
_SLOVENIAN PAVILION
The Slovenian pavilion, designed by a group of architects (Robert Klun, Sandi
Pirš and employees of the Magnet design studio) and built under the auspices
of the Riko company, is a tribute to Slovenian natural sights, craftsmanship
tradition and engineering knowledge.
The pavilion covers an exhibition area of 1,550 m², is located in the immediate
vicinity of one of the main entrances to the exhibition area EXPO 2020 and is
part of the Sustainability segment. The pavilion is distinguished by its bright
green perimeter, which illustrates the richness of Slovenian forests, by the
wooden roof, which is a tribute to the tradition of wooden goods from Ribnica,
and by the water embrace, which testifies to the invaluable drinking water
resources that are constitutionally protected in Slovenia.
The pavilion is designed as an intelligent environment that provides visitors
with a multimedia experience for all senses and offers many opportunities
for the presentation of Slovenian stories. The interior of the building is
technologically superior, with a number of innovative solutions (advanced LCD
surfaces on the walls, ceiling and floor, the possibility of projecting holograms,
digital relief of Slovenia, high-quality digital billboards for business promotion
etc.) will enable an unforgettable presentation of Slovenian stories, knowledge,
economic surpluses and unsurpassed tourism potential.
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for new business opportunities
_REPRESENTATION
ENVIRONMENT
The Slovenian pavilion will be a representative backdrop for a wide
range of business opportunities offered by the EXPO 2020 Dubai
exhibition. From company and product presentations to conferences
and formal and informal meetings; all with the aim of creating new
business contacts and collaborations, sharing best practices and
presenting groundbreaking ideas.

1 kitchen with culinary delicacies of Slovenian
gastronomy
2 conference rooms, can be combined to
a room for up to 20 people

1 room for business
meetings for up to 110 people

0

1

2

2 rooms for the presentation of the Slovenian economy,
tourism, natural and cultural heritage and sports
(showroom and interactive room)
18

VIP Salon Podrecca Lounge
for up to 20 people

European square
for up to 200 people

2 rooms with a 360° projection of the
success story of a green and smart Slovenia
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Ground floor
_European square

The central square on the ground
floor of the Slovenian pavilion will be
the meeting place for all its visitors.
On it they will wait for guided tours of
Slovenia's multimedia presentation,
enjoy the presentations on the central
screen LCD, watch the beats of the
green heart, which will be triggered
by the touches of the digital screens,
enjoy the presentations of our creators

and the tourist offer, or they will simply
take a break from the hustle and bustle
of the EXPO 2020 exhibition in the
shelter of a refreshing embrace of
water surfaces. It will also be a place
for great presentations of the Slovenian
economy, regions, tourist assets and
an opportunity to strengthen the
awareness of brands seeking a way to
markets whose business centre is Dubai.

_Interactive room – I Feel
Slovenia

_Showroom

At one of the most conspicuous points
of the pavilion, there will be a special
space dedicated to the presentation
of the Slovenian economy. In a circular
space equipped with digital exhibition
boards, we will enable the presentation
of innovative Slovenian companies,
their solutions, products and services.
This space will be part of an organised
tour of the pavilion, visited by all guests,
where they will be able to fill their water
bottle from the three fountains. They
will find out about the spring of life as
well as realise that Slovenia was the first
country in the world to constitutionally
protect its water.
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A special place in the Slovenian pavilion
will be occupied by the presentation
of our tourist, historical and creative
themes. Visitors will be able to trigger
snapshots from the chapters of our
history and modernity in an attractive
oval space in an innovative way - with
interactive relief, of which we are rightly
very proud. In this room they will
come into contact with recognisable
ambassadors of Slovenia in the world
and discover the peculiarities with
which we have changed the course of
world history.
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First floor
_Green and Smart Room

On the first floor, visitors to the Slovenian
pavilion can expect a technologically
sophisticated
and
breathtakingly
beautiful story about Slovenia as a green
and intelligent country. The 360-degree
projection will take visitors into the
heart of Slovenian stories, of which we
are very proud.
The screening will be in two parts, each
comprising a 7-minute story.
Green will be based on Slovenia's
extraordinary natural resources and
interwoven with our tourism potentials
that make us recognisable, authentic
and irreplaceable. Visitors will be able
to feel Slovenia through magically
beautiful footage and sounds, and even
breathe in some of the precious aerosols
of Slovenian honey.

The green narrative will spill over into the
story of the clarity and pervasiveness
of the Slovenian mind. In the Smart
Room, through imaginative animation
and advanced video techniques, we will
trace an intellectual arc that will bear
witness to our imprints on the historical
ribbon of humanity on the one hand,
and the revolutionary ideas of our time
on the other. Through this part of history,
Slovenia will speak about the world
based on the respectful coexistence of
man and nature and ideas that shine the
light of (hope) for humanity.

_Viewing terrace

_2 conference rooms

Second floor
The second floor will be used entirely
for business events and activities at the
highest international level.

_Central space for larger
business meetings

Meetings for up to 110 people (standing)
and up to 45 people (seated) will be able
to take place in the central room, which
is designed as an open and flexible
environment for holding larger business
events. The room is equipped with all the
necessary equipment and, by connecting
with the lounge VIP, the outdoor terrace
and the Slovenian kitchen, will be the
heart of informal meetings of our
business people with colleagues from
other parts of the world.
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Business guests at the Slovenian
Pavilion have two conference rooms
at their disposal, separated by a
movable wall, which can be combined
into one larger conference room if
necessary. Each of them is equipped
for meetings of up to 8 people and
up to 20 people when the rooms are
combined. They are equipped with
a high-tech conference system - a
whiteboard, which will enable the
efficient implementation of even the
most demanding meetings.

_VIP Salon Podrecca Lounge

For meetings with a special character,
high attendance of guests from political,
business or artistic life, there will be a
salon room named after the famous
Slovenian architect Boris Podrecca.
Besides him, we will also honour other
great artists of Slovenian descent with
four sculptures at the entrance of the
salon: Primož Trubar, France Prešeren,
Jakob Petelin Gallus and Jože Plečnik

From the Podrecca Salon, guests are
also led to the panoramic terrace, an
excellent place for informal evening
gatherings with an unforgettable view
of the Expo

_Tastes of Slovenia

A special feature of the Slovenian
pavilion will also be the permanent
offer of Slovenian cuisine and wines,
with which we want to enable guests
of the pavilion to taste the country
that will boast the title of a European
gastronomic region in 2021. The
permanent offer of dishes, the discovery
of the pearls of our oenological offer and
delicacies in general, which are typical of
all Slovenian regions, will certainly give
an irreplaceable character to the visit of
our pavilion and turn business meetings
into unforgettable experiences.
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_YOUR SPACE AT THE EVENT OF
THE YEAR
For six precious months, the Slovenian Pavilion will be the perfect environment for our connection with the
business, social and intellectual centres of the world. We have created it in order to gain a better foothold
in markets that are experiencing unforeseen leaps in development and to give Slovenian knowledge,
solutions and initiatives a good position in them.
We would be proud if you will be part of the Slovenian presentation at EXPO 2020 Dubai. We will help you
to identify your desires and create an appearance that will culminate in tangible partnerships.
Being aware that it is sometimes a great challenge to invest in appearances at the most prestigious world
events, we have prepared a series of voucher incentives for Slovenian companies and institutions wishing
to participate in the largest exhibition in the history of EXPO.
All with the intention that the Slovenian pavilion is full of stories that make us better, that have rightly
brought our country's name to the world, and that show the direction of the economic, intellectual and
developmental flow of our country and thus of the world to which we belong.
We look forward to being your partners on a journey to an exciting future.

relevant, noticeable and resonant
_SLOVENIAN STORIES
Slovenia will present itself at EXPO 2020 Dubai with 11 thematic sections providing
a comprehensive presentation of our country's advantages in individual areas
and drawing visitors' attention to stories that showcase our knowledge, progress
and innovation. The content of the event will be in line with what is happening
throughout the exhibition and will usefully complement the stories we can follow
in the pavilions of the other countries participating in the exhibition. The timing of
the events in the Slovenian pavilion with the events at the exhibition as a whole
will also enable Slovenian participants to engage in extensive international stories.
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central points of the Slovenian presentation
_11 UMBRELLA TOPICS

01.10.
2021

CLIMATE AND
BIODIVERSITY
EUROPEAN UNION

SPACE

URBAN
AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

FUTURE
FACTORIES
AND MATERIAL
DEVELOPMENT

DIGITALISATION
AND ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

TRAVEL,
NETWORKING
AND MOBILITY

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT,
GREEN
TECHNOLOGIES
AND WOOD

HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING

FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE

CULTURAL
AND CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES

WATER
RESOURCES

31.03.
2022
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smart towns and villages
smart grids
sharing economy
rural digitisation
green transition through energy and water efficiency
innovative and sustainable mobility
sustainable/smart and sustainable infrastructure
sustainable urbanisation
urban and smart agriculture
tourism – a generator of rural revival

intelligent control systems for the factories of the future
Industry 4.0.
transition to society 5.0
artificial intelligence
intelligent business processes
automation and robotics
smart tools
advanced technologies
development of advanced materials
3D printing

02.10.–16.10.2021

17.10.–30.10.2021

URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND SMART BUILDINGS

FUTURE FACTORIES AND
MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT

1

2

3

4

CLIMATE AND BIODIVERSITY
EUROPEAN UNION

SPACE

31.10.–20.11.2021

21.11.–04.12.2021

circular economy
green politics
renewable energy sources
protection of natural heritage
biodiversity
waste as a source of secondary raw materials
carbon footprint
mobility
green scheme of Slovenian tourism - global movement
Slovenia – Presidency of the Council of
the European Union

European and world space programmes
space – a new dimension of economic opportunities
Slovenia in space
usability and applicability of space technologies
innovative solutions and products
data from space satellites
development of space habitats
space exploration
exploring the Earth from space

6.12.–25.12.2021

26.12.2021–15.01.2022

16.-26.01.2022

27.1.-16.02.2022

5

6

7

8

DIGITALISATION AND ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

TRAVEL, NETWORKING AND MOBILITY

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, GREEN
TECHNOLOGIES AND WOOD

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Internet of Things (IoT)
cloud computing
big data and data analysis
blockchain technologies
data and digital economy
technological solutions and innovations
advanced technologies
virtual/augmented reality
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mobility
sustainable and responsible tourism
transport and logistics
digital connectivity as a human right for all
smart and sustainable mobility
new modes of mobility
artificial intelligence for virtual learning and distance work
digitalisation and artificial intelligence in tourism

SDG – pursuing sustainable goals
wood as a Slovenian trump card
green building
transition to a low-carbon society
green technologies
energy efficient solutions
renewable energy sources
wood industry
sustainable furniture

health system for the future
Slovenia – a wellness oasis at the crossroads of the Alps
and the Mediterranean
digitisation of healthcare
sports medicine
medical technologies for affordable healthcare and
prevention of disease outbreaks
big data in diagnostics
genetics
innovative health models for a long-lived community
mobile applications in healthcare
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Slovenia – a gastronomic paradise
global food security and community survival
localised solutions for food, nutrition and agricultural
challenges
sustainable food production
climate-friendly agricultural practices
process control and digitisation
farm tourism
food for the future
self-sufficiency

creative economy for intellectual and economic
development of society
cultural tourism and regional networking
architectural solutions of the future
industrial design
sustainable fashion design
film industry
multimedia production, 3D visualisations
art for a better society
cultural heritage

conservation and sustainable management of water resources
best practices in ensuring safe water resources
management of the entire water cycle
protection of surface, groundwater and marine waters
protection of aquatic ecosystems
sustainable water use
protection against floods and other harmful effects of water
Slovenia – an attractive ecosystem for the development of
research
laboratories, centers of excellence and innovation centers
Slovenia – attractive for investments and breakthrough
cooperation

FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE

CULTURAL AND
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

WATER
SLOVENIA. GREEN. CREATIVE. SMART.
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17.02.-05.03.2022

06.03.–19.03.2022

20.03.–31.03.2022

Slovenian business centre

High-quality equipped
Slovenian business
centre

11 thematic
periods

30 thematic national
events (50–70
participants)

15 international events
co-organised with other
countries

20–40
businessmen per day at
pre-organised events

8 VIP events
per month

3 presentations of
Slovenian companies
per week, open to all
visitors

10 major cultural and
artistic events open to
all visitors

_BUSINESS
BREAKTHROUGHS
The aim of Slovenia's participation in the EXPO 2020 exhibition is to
enable our companies, institutions and individuals to enter foreign
markets and strengthen their visibility in the global environment, as well
as to create a positive environment for networking and creating new
opportunities. By presenting ourselves at EXPO 2020 Dubai, we aim
to consolidate the visibility of the I Feel Slovenia brand and generate
greater interest in discovering our natural beauties, tourist stories and
investment opportunities.
Therefore, we will offer companies all the necessary capacity to
organise their own events and at the same time we will enable them
to participate in international events in other pavilions and central
locations of the EXPO 2020 exhibition. Companies will be able to design
their presentations either as one-off events or as longer-term events.

30

10–15 Slovenian
economic and political
delegations

m2

360
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business culinary
meetings (Slovenian
business Lunch)

business
events

exhibitions
evenings of Slovenian
cuisine and art
round
tables

presentation of
Slovenian regions
promotional
events
presentations of
good practices

organised visits by
line delegations

business
conferences

co-production events
with other countries
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_CONTACTS
Matic Volk

General Commissioner of the Republic of Slovenia for Expo
matic.volk@gov.si

Dr. Tomaž Kostanjevec

Director of the SPIRIT Slovenia Public Agency
tomaz.kostanjevec@spiritslovenia.si

Anuša Gaši

Head of Project Organisation, Programme and Communications
anusa.gasi@spiritslovenia.si

Jurček Žmauc

Director of the Slovenian pavilion
jurcek.zmauc@spiritslovenia.si

Saša Leban

Business Programme Manager
sasa.leban@spiritslovenia.si

Gazmend Ćatipi

Coordinator of Construction and Establishment of the Pavilion at EXPO 2020 Dubai
gazmend.catipi@gov.si
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